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Don Was Respected,
A Great Role Model

Editor:

I am writing to respond to your ed-
itorial article written about Don Mc-
Chesney, the coach, that was in the No-
vember 13th edition. Coach McChesney
had two stints with North Central High
School.

Coach McChesney’s second stint at
North Central is the one you kind of re-
member. Don came back to North Cen-
tral as a “rule 10” coach for the varsity
boys and girls for two seasons. I believe
that was ’96-97’ and 97-98’ seasons.
North Central was already beginning
to struggle from shrinking enrollment
numbers, so the talent pool was not
that large to choose from. I can’t tell you
what those two season records were,
but always, Don had the respect of the
kids and was a great role model. They
all played hard for him and their school.

The first stint at North Central for
Coach McChesney was probably before
your time. Don came to North Central
in the fall of 1972 as a Social Studies
teacher and head varsity boys’ basket-
ball coach. Coach McChesney spent
four years at North Central during his
first stint as teacher and coach.

Don’s first season there was North
Centrals third and final year in the Solo-
mon Valley League. That was also the
last year for the old post season termi-
nology of Districts, Regionals, and then
State. Each district might had had six
to eight teams, and each regional had
eight teams. The top two of each district
would advance to regionals, and the re-
gional champ would advance to state. At
least this was the process in the small
school division.

The first season Coach McChesney
and the Cougars went 18-5. They were
Solomon Valley League champs, league
tournament runner-up and District
champs. They placed third at the re-
gional tournament.

During Coach McChesney’s second

season, North Central we east and
played in the Nemaha Valley League.
The Cougars won the regular season
and the league tournament. This was
the first year for the regional, substate,
and then state championships, as it is
now. The Cougars finished second at
regionals and were bounced the first
night of the substate. They finished with
a 19-4 record.

Don’s third year at North Central was
“74-75’, the first year in the Pike Trail
League. Coach McChesney’s Cougars
won the PTL regular season and the
league tournament. They also won the
regional and were sub-state runner up,
finishing at 21-3.

Coach McChesney’s fourth and final
year of his early career saw him go 17-3
finishing at the top of the PTL but got
tripped up early in the post-season.

To summarize Coach McChesney’s
early career at North Central, he had
accumulated a record of 75 wins and
only 15 losses. He was partly respon-
sible for many trophies and plaques in
the old North Central High School in
Morrowville.

Don was not only a great coach
during his time but also an outstanding
teacher. All the kids loved and respected
him, and he made learning fun. Many
of us have great memories of spending
time in the classroom and on the bas-
ketball floor with Coach McChesney.

He had a great sense of humor. As
you said Fred, Don always wore a sport
coat and usually a necktie, many times
that tie got looser as the game got tight-
er. I think he usually had a package of
tums in a pocket and when he wasn’t
chewing on tums he was chewing on
some ABC (already been chewed) gum
that he stored behind his ear. There
were some very dramatic half-time pep
talks with comical antics and some
very colorful language that most us will
always remember.

Coach you were a great one! Rest in
Peace.

Cal Livingston
North Central High School
Class of 1973

Deaths

Belleville.

Bertha Edith Hill

Bertha Edith Hill was
born on August 2, 1936
in Salt Lake City, Utah to
Wilford Waldo and Harriet
Shirley (Knox) Huse, and
died on November 19,
2025 at the Enterprise
Estates Nursing Center in
Enterprise, KS at 89.

The family moved to
Ellendale, North Dakota,
where Bertha attended
school and graduated
from Ellendale High
School.

She married Frank
Allan Hill in Tucson, AZ
in 1956.

They lived in San
Manuel, AZ, Craig, CO,
Steamboat Springs, CO,
and eventually moved to
Belleville for education
for their son who lost his
hearing.

She worked as a
waitress and Federal
Forrest Service Contractor
while living in Colorado.

After moving to Kansas
she continued in the
forestry work and also did
contract cleaning, interior
wallpapering and various
jobs in the Belleville area.

She was a lifetime
Jehovah’s Witness and
served as a Pioneer in
the organization for
many years. She enjoyed
teaching people about the
Bible and spending time
outdoors.

Preceding her in death
is her husband, in 1983;
son, Mark Hill; and
parents.

Survivors include her
daughter, Beth Marie
Hill; brother David
Harold (Belinda) Huse;
sister, Becky Huse,
all of Belleville; and
nephew, Kip (Lacie) Huse,
Marysville, KS.

A memorial service
will be held at 2:00 p.m.,
Saturday, November 29,
at the Kingdom Hall of
Jehovah’s Witnesses in

Kinsley Mortuary in
Marysville is in charge of

Republic News

Compiled By: Betty Bouray

Rip City Inn/Repub-
lic Oil will be closed on
November 27, -30th for
Thanksgiving vacation.
They will be doing burger
night on the 26th, and the
Turkey Trot will begin at
the café on the 27th with
free coffee and hot choco-
late.

Its annual Turkey Trot
Time! Do some huffing be-
fore eating all that stuffing
on November 27th. The
fun run/walk will begin
at the Rip City Inn with
registration and a free will
donation at 8:30 and begin
running/walking at 9am.
Take a one mile walk or
5K run! This is sponsored
by the RHS recreation
committee. Costumes are
welcomed as well as dogs
and strollers.

Santa Claus is coming
to town! Get ready to tell
Santa what is on your
list, as he will be visit-
ing Republic. The city’s
celebration will begin on
November 28th 5:30 with
a soup supper for a free
will donation benefitting
the Rae Hobson Memorial
Library. The city will have
their raffle drawing, and
Santa will be available to
chat with kids of all ages.
Come enjoy the night with

Excelsior FCE

Excelsior FCE met at
Baptist Church on Novem-
ber 12.

Seven members were
present and roll call was
“The best advice you ever
received.”

Members enjoyed lunch,
popcorn, cheese, and crack-
ers.

The members filled out
2025-2026 programs book.

Some of the lessons
were “A journey through
Kansas, Jordan-Wit work-
out, dates about food prod-
ucts, and respect wellness
of kindness.

Diane Herman,

arrangements. Secretary

lovely meal and dancing to
Brenda Flinn. It was a 70’s
themed party with several
dressed in theme.

Several attended the fu-
neral for Jean Farlee held
on Saturday.

Kent, Betty, Dillon
Bouray, Republic; Jr. and
Theresa Bouray, Perry, KS;
Ceceilia Bouray, Syracuse,
NE; Darwin, Suzanne
Bouray, Grand Island, NE;
Klay, Kellin, Owen, Oliver,
Ostyn, Ozzy and Presley,
Niles, KS enjoyed their
time together in Deweese,
NE. for a café meal to cel-
ebrate Thanksgiving and
Christmas.

¢
Calendar

* 2nd & 4th Monday Each Month

Belleville City Council meets at city office starting @ 7 p.m.

* 1st & 3rd Friday Each Month

The Belleville Lions Club meets the first and third Friday of every month
at The Belleville Country Club in Belleville. Meeting time is set for noon. Al
Lions and their guests are welcome to attend.

* Every Monday

Republic County Commissioners meet at 8:30 a.m. in the basement of
the Republic County Courthouse.

* Every Tuesday

The Belleville Library will host Senior Stretch and Strength, Chair
Exercise Programs from 10:30 a.m. -11.30 a.m.

* Every Wednesday

Republic County Health Department has “Walk In Wednesdays” for
immunizations. You can call for an appointment or walk in on Wednes-
days. 785-527-5671

* November 28

Downtown Belleville will host their annual Christmas on the square
starting at 6 p.m. After the parade will be a meet and greet with Santa at
the Blair Theatre.

* December 6

The Brantford Covenant Church Community Choir will present a new
Christmas cantata entitled “Hope in a Manger” on Saturday, December
6, at the Central Christian Church in Belleville, then again on Sunday
December 7, at the Brantford Covenant Church northeast of Clyde. Both
performances begin at 6:30 PM and are free to the public. Refreshments
will be served each night.

The cantata combines both traditional and contemporary Christmas
songs along with a powerful narration to tell the story of the miracle of
Christ's entry into the world, which is described in the cantata’s subtitle as
“the night love was born.” Soprano soloist Karla Ostermann is featured on
the title song, which is reprised by the full choir at the cantata’s ending.

As a special blessing at the Brantford performance, local children and
youth will be dramatizing the life of Jesus through music, light, shadow,
and costume.

The choir is made up of singers from the Belleville, Clyde, Clifton,
Washington, and Agenda communities. The Central Christian Church is
located at the intersection of 24th and O street in Belleville, directly north-
west of Republic County High School. The Brantford Covenant Church is
located at the intersection of Bismark and 8th Road in rural Washington
County.

Santa, family and friends
in Republic at the Commu-
nity Center.

The Rae Hobson Memo-
rial Library will be closed
on Thanksgiving so check
out your items on the 25th.

Cassey Robertson is
home with Pedro and Lau-
ra Leite for Thanksgiving.

The Webber Community
Church will be having a
hanging of the greens and
potluck meal following
church service on Sunday.

A great time was had by
all when Mark and Loisann
Brown’s family planned a
50th wedding anniversary
celebration that was held
on Saturday night with a
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Death Notice

April L. Benne

April L. Benne, 47,
passed away November
23rd, 2025.

A Celebration of
her life will be held on
Saturday, November

29, at 11:00 am, at the
Wesleyan Church in
Belleville.
Tibbetts-Fischer
Funeral Home is
assisting the family with
arrangements.

80th Birthday

Card Shower/Open House

Help us Celebrate
Tana Trost’s 80th
Birthday!

Belleville First United
Methodist Church
Dec 7th 1:30-3:00pm
Come and Go
reception or share a
card with her:

1104 Hillside Dr,
Concordia, KS 66901
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WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY
11:00 am - 2:00 pm, 5:00 pm - Close
SUNDAY
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Dot LOOR for Love,

Look for Pizza

1317 18th Street, Belleville, KS

(785) 527-8000

Tues- Thurs: 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Frl & Sat: 4:00PM - 9:00 PM
Sun & Mon: Closed

103 W 7th st, Concordia, KS
(785) 262-4497

KS

www.maverick-steakhouse.com/private-events/

STEAKHOUSE

(785) 262-4000

Concordia, KS

Hours:
Mon. - Sat.
11a.m.-8p.m.
Sun.11am.-2p.m.

1421 E 6th Street Trafficway

Lunch & Bowlin
Weekdays 11-1

Supper
Monday-Thursday 5-9
=3)| Friday & Saturday 5-10

1306 19™ st, Belleville, ks Open Bowling

Thur. 5-9, Fri. 5-10
Dine |n7—8£)a§'3Zut8—5§ErbS|de Saturday o-11
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+Catering *Party Platters
+Party Room  +Daily Specials
+ Breakfast Served All Day
*Ice Cream Parlor
+ Cheesecake By Cheesecake Factory

HOURS:

+*Monday: 10a.m. - 9p.m.
+ Tuesday: Closed

: + Wednesday-Thursday: 9a.m. - 9p.m.
Scand la, KS * Friday-Saturday: 8a.m - 9p.m.

785-335-2020 + Sunday: 8a.m - 2p.m.
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319 Cloud St,,

DI I IS I I I ISy Dby 240

L0S
PRIMES

MERIBGAN RESTAURADT
AuthenticMexicanCuisineintheHeartlandofAmerica

.2006 Us Mon-Thur: 11am-9pm
Highway 81 Fri: 11am-10 pm
BelTeville, KS Sat: 11am-9:30pm

COECEELhE 66 Coated Chetsetsetoe

785-527-8162 Sun: 11am-2:30pm
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Mon & Tues:

610 E South St 11 AM -8 PM
Mankato, KS Closed Wedeensday

(785) 378-8600 Thurs - Sun:

11 AM -8 PM

Sweden\Va(reme
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https://www.swedencremeks.com/

Contact us to be listed here!
785-527-2244 or bellevilletelecope@gmail.com




