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Public Forum

County Needs To Fix
Road, Not Talk Ridiculous

Editor,

I have been reading the Telescope for the last month 
with increasing incredulity and ire regarding the Narka 
Blacktop.

It is clear to me, as it is to those of us who live here, 
that the northeast part of Republic County has been 
sadly served by our elected officials and our county 
employees. It is evident that none of them have ven-
tured into the hinterlands of the county in some time, 
or at least since a two million bushel grain storage 
facility was built in Narka.

The suggestion that rail service be restored by the 
Kyle Railroad from Narka to Belleville is as ludicrous 
as it is impossible. This suggestion was clearly made in 
ignorance of the fact that there is no railroad between 
the Nebraska State Line and Munden. 

There are no rails. No ties, and little evidence of 
cuts and fills left on the former route of the Rock 
Island Railroad, and its subsequent iteration as the 
Kyle Railroad. Farmers in the area have been farming 
over the former tracks and right-of-ways for almost 25 
years.

It is a fact that the northeastern part of the coun-
ty grows a great deal of grain. This grain has to be 
trucked to larger storage facilities in order to go to 
market, so that a farmer who has grown the grain can 
have an income from the product he has grown.

The lack of rail service available in the part of the 
county is the reason why CVA built the grain storage 
facility in the first place, and it is the reason why grain 
has to be trucked out of the area. 

Where do our county officials think that the grain is 
going to go? Reynolds, Nebraska? Hubbell, Nebraska? 
Concordia, Kansas? 

How do they think this grain is going to get any 

one of those points from the northeastern part of the 
county?

There is only one choice and that is by road. Good 
roads are therefore an infrastructure necessity and 
should not be the subject of ridiculous suggestions, 
but rather of thoughtful discussion about how to solve 
a problem – if, indeed, there is a problem.

The discussion of the roads into and out of Narka 
is as laughable as is the discussion about rebuilding a 
railroad. 

The paper last week suggested that trucks use Dia-
mond or Fir Roads to get grain to Highway 81. Appar-
ently, nobody has driven down either of those roads in 
recent times and taken a hard look at the condition of 
those roads. Both of them have problems.

Diamond, the old Munden/Narka blacktop, has at 
least two and sometimes three, places where water 
goes over the road. It has not had a decent grading or 
rebuilding since the decision was made to return that 
road to gravel and stop maintaining it as a blacktop 
road. 

Fir road is a better road, but it has more people 
living on it, and the road from the Munden corner to 
Highway 81 would need some significant road and 
bridge reconstruction.

Granite is the best road to get from Narka to Mun-
den, but using that road only diverts the truck traffic 
from the Narka Blacktop to the Munden Blacktop, 
which, by-the-way, is already happening, and does 
nothing to help solve the problem – if it is a problem.

Our county officials need to stop playing the He 
Said/She Said blame game. Roads are a necessity. 
Agriculture is the basic business in the county. Our 
officials should be putting their heads together and 
figuring out how to support that business rather than 
playing a ridiculous blame game. They can best do 
that by fixing the roads and making truck access easi-
er throughout the county. The roads need growth – not 
stasis.

Benita Strnad,
Munden KS
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Community
• 2nd & 4th Monday Each Month 
· Belleville City Council meets at city office starting @ 7 p.m.
• Every Monday 
· Republic County Commissioners meet at 8:30 a.m. in the basement of the 

Republic County Courthouse.
• Every Tuesday 
· The Belleville Library will host Senior Stretch and Strength, Chair Exercise 

Programs from 10:30 a.m. -11.30 a.m.
• Every Wednesday 
· Republic County Health Department has “Walk In Wednesdays” for immuniza-

tions. You can call for an appointment or walk in on Wednesdays. 785-527-5671
• Every Friday 
· The World Healing Service Community Supper is every Friday at 6 p.m. at 

1653 12th Street. For more information call 785-375-2921. 
• August ‘26- May ‘27
· Belleville First United Methodist Church is holding a Backpack Collection & 

Blessings. Donate new backpacks for children who are needing assistance in 
obtaining one. Backpacks may be picked up at Belleville FUMC Mon.-Thurs from 
9-11:30 a.m.

• September 27 - October 3
· The Brantford Covenant Church Community Choir will be starting rehearsals 

for a new Christmas cantata entitled “Glorious Night When Christ Was Born”, 
beginning on Sunday, October 4, at 6:00 PM at the church. Any interested area 
singers are welcome to be a part of the choir.  Rehearsals will continue weekly up 
to the scheduled 6:30 PM performance on Sunday, December 6.  The church is 
located 3½ miles east and 7 miles north of Clyde at the intersection of Bismark and 
8th Road in rural Washington County.

• October 1
· All are invited to attend community coffee this Thursday from 8-9 a.m. with 

information beginning at 8:15 at 630 M St (Johnson Monument). Come hear what 
is going on in the community. Coffee sponsor this Thursday, October 30th, is 
Johnson Monument. 

• October 2
· The Belleville Public Library is hosting an informative session covering 

Advance Directives; Living Wills, Trusts, Power Of Attorneys, and End of Life Care. 
This event will begin at 7 p.m. at the Belleville Public Library. 

• October 9
· The Belleville Public Library is hosting Glow Nerf Night from 5:30 - 8 p.m. This 

event is for ages 12-18, and food will be provided.
• October 15
· The Belleville Public Library is hosting Ladies Night: Mahjong starting at 6:30 

p.m. Registration is required for this event.
• October 21
· The Belleville Community Blood Drive will be October 21 at the Republic 

County 4-H Building from 12-6 p.m. To schedule an appointment, visit www.
RedCrossBlood.org. 

• October 24
· The Belleville Public Library is hosting Trooper Ben for his book tour at 10 a.m.
· The Belleville Public Library is having Bingo & Sips from 4:30-6 p.m. for ages 

21+. 3 cards for $5, proceeds benefit the library addition.

By Betty Bouray

RCIC has decided to re-
schedule the vendor fair in 
Republic. They are looking 
into a different date. So no 
vendor show in Republic 
on the 3rd of October as 
planned.

Have you checked out 
the community garden at 
the library? It is time to 
pick some peppers, cukes, 
tomatoes, herbs, and egg-
plant. Help yourself and 
pull a weed, take what you 
need.

Advanced voting in Re-
public will be held on Oc-
tober 28th from 5-8 p.m. 
at the Community Center. 
A photo ID is required, 
and you must be a reg-
istered voter in Republic 
County. You can also drop 
off your advanced mail in 
ballots at this site as well.

Kent and Betty Bouray 
attended the North Cen-
tral Flint Hills Area Agency 
on Aging Sunflower fair 
held at the Tony’s Event 
Center. They were hon-
ored to share a table with 
the Jay Kallman family as 
Jay was honored for his 
service at this event. They 
also shared the table also 
with Betty’s aunt, Dorothy 
Boyle, who was also at the 
event.

Dillon Bouray and 
a host of others in the 
area attended the Mark 
Garman wedding held at 
Lovewell Lake.

Kent Bouray attended 
an annual get together 
with his Vo-Tech buddies 
held at Milford Lake. Is 
there that certain book 
that you wish the library 
had? The Rae Hobson 
Memorial library doesn’t 
have new books or all the 
books like a large library? 
Wrong. The Rae Hobson 
Memorial library is big-
ger than their four walls. 
They have access to many 
libraries in the CKLS area, 
and if they don’t have it, 
they go further out. Yes, 
you may have to wait a 

week but is that so bad? 
Go in, chat with Eliza-
beth or Kay Tuesday or 
Thursday 1-5 and request 
a book and wait for the 
courier to bring it.

The Pawnee Indian Vil-
lage Museum will close for 
the season on Sunday Oc-
tober 4th. If you want to 
tour, you can call during 
the closed season and 
arrange that. It is some-
times faster to call Dillon 
or I direct as we are only 
at the museum one day a 
week, 785-361-4321. We 
have new items in the gift 
shop if you are looking for 
a Kansas item.

We are sad to report 
the death of Pastor Joyce 
Beam. Her funeral was on 
Saturday, and she passed 
away one day prior to her 
birthday September 16th. 
Joyce served the Republic 
Church for many years 
following the death of her 
husband Clarence, who 
was called to the pulpit to 
start with. A memorial box 
is set up at the cafe.

The Harvest Festival 
arrangements are being 
made, and is scheduled 
for October 25th. They will 
be serving smoked pork 
chops or pulled pork, sal-
ad bar, cheesy potatoes, 
roll, dessert and drink. 
This will be at the Repub-
lic Community Center.

Kerma Crouse was the 
guest speaker at Republic 
church on Sunday.

Marilyn Aurand went 
to Southwestern College 
in Winfield, KS to watch 
granddaughter, Brooklyn 
Milleson play volleyball 
on Wednesday. She is a 
freshman.

Linda Romeo was 
overjoyed as her sons all 
visited. Craig and his wife 
left on Sunday morning 
and James showed up 
Sunday night all from 
Arizona. James, Linda and 
other son Pat, who lives in 
Republic, enjoyed break-
fast together.

Republic News

John E. Hiesterman

John E. Hiesterman, 
age 78, of Linn, Kansas, 
died September 26, 2026.

He was 
born October 
16, 1947, in 
Clay Center, 
Kansas, 
to Erwin 
and Elsie 
(Burger) 
Hiesterman. 
On 
November 2, 1947, he 
was baptized at Zion 
Lutheran Church in Linn 
and was later confirmed 
there on June 26, 1961.

In 1965, Hiesterman 
graduated from Linn 
High School and went on 
to attend Brown Mackie 
College in Salina, Kansas. 
From 1967 to 1974. He 
served his country in the 
Army Reserves. 

In 1979, he married 

Annette VanDusen. 
To this union, two 
daughters, Angela and 
Jennifer, were born. They 
later divorced in 1988.

He met Ramona 
Disinger at the Linn 
Picnic, and on November 
18, 1989, they were 
united in marriage at St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
south of Barnes, Kansas.

He was very active in 
local and state Kansas 
livestock associations, 
conferences and 
scholarship fundraisers. 
In 2003, he and Ramona 
received the Washington 
County Col. Donald 
C. Patterson Ranch 
Management Award.

He was an active 
member of Zion 
Lutheran Church and 
a strong supporter of 
Linn Lutheran School. 
Throughout his life, he 
held many offices and 

remained involved in 
both his church and 
community.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
wife, Ramona, brother, 
Ernie Hiesterman; sister-
in-law, Cindy Hiesterman; 
grandson, Andrew James 
Hiesterman.

Survivors include 
his daughters, Angela 
Hiesterman of Scandia, 
Kansas, and Jennifer (Lee 
Allen) Allen-Hiesterman 
of Smith Center, 
Kansas; granddaughter, 
Felicia (Devan) O’Neil 
of Superior, Nebraska;  
stepdaughter, Tina 
(John) Meier of Stillwater, 
Oklahoma; and six grand-
children, and one great-
grandchild. Brothers, 
Dee (Kollette) Hiesterman 
of Milford, Kansas, Joel 
(Michela) Hiesterman of 
Phillipsburg, Kansas, and 
Philip (Vickie) Hiesterman 

of Linn;  and other 
relatives.

The family will receive 
friends from 4 to 7 p.m., 
Thursday, October 1, at 
Ward Funeral Home in 
Linn.

A funeral service will 
be held at 10:30 a.m., 
Friday, October 2, at Zion 
Lutheran Church in Linn.  
Pastor Timothy Koch and 
Vicar Matthew Shipman 
are the officiants.  

Burial will follow in the 
Zion Lutheran Cemetery.

The pallbearers will be 
Luke Hiesterman, Daniel 
Hiesterman, Jeremy 
Olson, Jason Uffman, 
Kevin Clark and Alec 
Tiemeyer.

A memorial fund 
has been established 
in John’s name for the 
Linn Lutheran School 
Endowment Fund or 
the Kansas Livestock 
Foundation Scholarships.

DURFLINGER DISPOSAL SERVICE

785-527-5219

Durflinger Disposal offers 
trash service anywhere 
in Republic County.

No extra charge for TV’s, 
carpet, furniture, etc.

The best trash service 
and lowest rates in North 
Central Kansas.

Phone:

REPUBLIC COUNTY
General Public Transportation

“First Come, First Serve”

Wheelchair Accessible
In Belleville 785-527-0591
Out of Town 785-527-7239

(1 Day Prior To Riding)                702 K St.

To request a ride call
785-527-0591 or 785-955-7591

REPUBLIC COUNTY
General Public Transportation

“First Come, First Serve”

Wheelchair Accessible
In Belleville 785-527-0591
Out of Town 785-527-7239

(1 Day Prior To Riding)                702 K St.Project funded by KDOT Public Transportation Program

THE
McBATTAS
GROUP

1805 N St. Belleville, KS 66935               785-527-2245

THE
McBATTAS
GROUP

1805 N St. Belleville, KS 66935               785-527-2245

· Custom Print Jobs
· Business Cards

· Banners
· Envelopes
· Brochures

· Business Sets
· Order Forms

· Flyers
· Calendars

· And MORE!

What can we print for you?

THE
McBATTAS
GROUP

1805 N St. Belleville, KS 66935               785-527-2245

Ester E. Lahodny

Esther Elizabeth 
Lahodny, the daughter of 
Emil Trybom and Anna 
(McCollum) 
Trybom, 
was born 
on August 
18, 1930 in 
Washington 
County, 
Kansas near 
Haddam, 
Kansas 
and died on September 
27, 2026 at Park Villa 
Nursing Home, Clyde, 
Kansas at the age of 96.

She grew up and 
attended schools in rural 
Washington County, 
Kansas.  On May 15, 
1947, she was united in 

marriage to Donald Kahrs 
and to this marriage was 
born Arlene and Steve.  
They later divorced.  She 
married Gene Lahodny on 
August 25, 1969.

Esther was a farm wife 
for many years near Clay 
Center and later worked 
at Boogaarts in Smith 
Center, Kansas.  After she 
and Gene were married, 
she joined him in the 
custom harvest business, 
traveling from Oklahoma 
to North Dakota 
harvesting crops. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
husband, brothers, 
Carl, Marvin, Edward, 
and Emil; sisters, Marie 
Roberts, Martha Walters, 
Gladys Simoneau, and 

June Myers.
Lahodny is survived 

by her son, Steve (Cindy) 
Kahrs of Clay Center, 
Kansas; daughter, 
Arlene Haden of 
Nickerson, Kansas; seven 
grandchildren; 19 great 
grandchildren, three great 
great grandchildren;  one 
sister, Betty Bidler of 
Spokane, Washington; 
and other relatives.

Funeral services will 
be held at 2:00 PM, 
Saturday, October 3, 
2026 at the Bachelor-
Surber Funeral Home, 
1322 19th St, Belleville, 
Kansas with Pastor Stan 
Ericson, officiating.

Interment will follow at 
the Brantford Covenant 
Church Cemetery, rural 

Brantford, Kansas.
Visitation and viewing 

will be from 9 AM until 
2 PM, Saturday, October 
3, 2026 at the Bachelor-
Surber Funeral Home 
with the family greeting 
friends from 12:30 PM 
until 2 PM Saturday, 
prior to services.

Memorials are 
suggested to the 
O’Connor Animal Shelter 
and may be left at the 
funeral home or mailed to 
P.O. Box 326, Belleville, 
KS 66935.

Online condolences at 
www.bachelor-surber.com

Bachelor-Surber 
Funeral Home, 1322 
19th St., Belleville KS is 
assisting the family with 
the arrangements.

The time has arrived:
 I am retiring 11-30-26 and closing my office.

I remain available by phone 
785-262-1094,

 Thank you for your business. 
Connie S. Walenta

The Red Shed Sale
Saturday, Oct. 3
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

903 Hartley St., Superior, Neb.

50 Vendors & Food Trucks
offering an array of their favorite things including 

jewelry, yard art, baked goods, jelly, live plants, clothing 
and so much more, plus the best junk in town.

Plan to join us and bring a friend!

SALE


